
Our Approach to Art and Design 

Our Vision 

We believe that every child is an artist. Through our Art and Design curriculum, we nurture 
creativity, imagination and self-expression while developing the knowledge and skills needed to 
create meaningful artwork. We encourage children to explore, experiment and take risks, 
fostering confidence and resilience as they develop as young artists. 

Using the Grammarsaurus Art curriculum, pupils build a rich understanding of artistic techniques, 
processes and influential artists from a diverse range of cultures, periods and backgrounds. 

Our Core Principles 

At our school Art and Design is: 

• Creative, ambitious and inclusive. 
• Rooted in the exploration of ideas and self-expression. 
• Designed to develop both practical skills and artistic knowledge. 
• Sequentially planned to build understanding over time. 
• Enriched through the study of significant artists, craftspeople and designers. 
• A vehicle for developing confidence, resilience and critical thinking. 
• Accessible to all learners, allowing every child to achieve success. 

What Art Looks Like at our school 

Children: 

• Explore a wide range of artistic media and techniques. 
• Develop skills in drawing, painting, sculpture, printing, textiles and mixed media. 
• Investigate the work of artists, craftspeople and designers. 
• Use sketchbooks to develop ideas, practise techniques and reflect on learning. 
• Experiment with materials and take creative risks. 
• Discuss and evaluate artwork using artistic vocabulary. 
• Create purposeful pieces of artwork inspired by artists, themes and personal experiences. 

Curriculum Design 

Our Art and Design curriculum follows the Grammarsaurus progression model, ensuring that 
knowledge and skills are carefully sequenced from Y1 through to Year 6.  

Children develop understanding through the interconnected strands of: 

• Generating ideas 
• Drawing 
• Painting 
• Sculpture and 3D form 
• Printing 
• Textiles and collage 



• Craft and design 
• Evaluating and analysing 
• Knowledge of artists and artistic movements 

Learning builds progressively each year, enabling pupils to revisit, refine and apply previously 
taught skills while increasing their artistic independence. 

Inclusion 

We believe that creativity belongs to everyone. 

Teaching is carefully adapted to ensure all children can access and enjoy Art and Design. Through 
modelling, scaffolded support, adapted resources and practical experiences, all pupils are 
encouraged to participate fully and develop pride in their achievements. 

We celebrate individual outcomes and recognise that artistic success can be demonstrated in 
many different ways. 

Enrichment 

Art extends beyond classroom lessons through: 

• Whole-school art projects. 
• Collaborative displays and exhibitions. 
• Cross-curricular creative opportunities. 
• Celebrations of local, national and international artists. 
• Links to cultural events and community projects. 
• Opportunities to showcase artwork throughout the school environment and the 

community. 

The Impact of Our Approach 

Children leave our school with: 

• A secure understanding of artistic techniques and processes. 
• An appreciation of art from different cultures, times and traditions. 
• The ability to generate and develop creative ideas independently. 
• Confidence in discussing, evaluating and improving their work. 
• Pride in their artistic achievements. 
• A lifelong appreciation of creativity and the visual arts. 

Art at our school : "Every Child is an Artist" 

By the time pupils leave our school they will have experienced a broad, balanced and inspiring Art 
and Design curriculum. They will understand that art is a powerful form of communication, 
expression and creativity, and will possess the confidence and skills to continue their artistic 
journey beyond primary school. 
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